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NEWENGLANDNOTE

DISCOVERYOFSPOROBOLUSASPER
(POACEAE) IN MAINE

Thomas J. Rawinski, Martin N. Rasmussen,

and Sally C. Rooney

September 26, 1984, we discovered a small population o

bolus asper (Michx.) Kunth at a botanically diverse river

:>f the Aroostook River in Wade, Aroostook County, Maine
pedes was not mentioned in Richards et al. (1983), and nc

Maine collection records of it were found at NEBCanc

MAINE.
in Maine

alluvium

graminoids

W
m. The vegetation was dominated

mat-forming grass, Muhlenbergia
Rydb. Other associates were Scirpus clintonii Gray, Scirpus ces-

' a t i II* r —

Hartman
Potentilla fruticosa L., Potentilla arguta Pursh, Deschamp,

(Willd.) Trin., Rosa blanda

Muhlenbergi

kalmii L.

Campanula rotundifolia L., and Lobelia

Sporobolus asper was not included in a list of New England
rare and endangered plants (Crow et al., 1981), but nevertheless
might be regarded as a rarity throughout NewEngland. The species
is extant at a single Vermont station (Zika 7770, vt), and is

considered endangered in this state (Everett Marshall, pers.

comm.). The species is not known to be extant in Massachusetts
(Bruce Sorrie, pers. comm.), Connecticut (Les Mehrhoff and Ron
Rozsa, pers. comm.), and Rhode Island (Richard Enser, pers.

comm.). Collection records indicate a historic distribution of 10
towns in Massachusetts (NEBC, GH), 17 towns in Connecticut
(NEBC, GH, CONN), and three towns in Rhode Island (NEBC,
GH). Sporobolus asper has not been reported from New Hamp-
shire.
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extirpated

comm
le New York State Museum s

most of them from the eastern

New
Clemants, pers. comm

Sporobolus asper has been ranked S 1 (state endangered) by the
Maine Natural Heritage Program (Amy Forrester, pers. comm.).
The Wadespecimen is deposited at NEBC{Rawinski, Rasmussen
& Rooney 2179, nebc).
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